284                 A FAITHFUL NARRATIVE

Most of the players, who had very little faith before, were
now desirous of having as much as they could, and therefore
embraced the Roman Catholic religion: the same thing was
observed of some bawds, and ladies of pleasure.

An Irish gentleman out of pure friendship came to make
me a visit, and advised me to hire a boat for the ensuing
day, and told me, that unless I gave earnest for one imme-
diately, he feared it might be too late; for his countrymen
had secured almost every boat upon the river, as judging,
that, in the general conflagration, to be upon the water would
be the safest place.

There were two lords, and three commoners, who, out of
scruple of conscience, very hastily threw up their pensions,
as imagining a pension was only an annual retaining bribe.
All the other great pensioners, I was told, had their scruples
quieted by a clergyman or two of distinction, whom they
happily consulted.

It was remarkable, that several of our very richest trades-
men of the city, in common charity, gave away shillings and
sixpences to the beggars who plied about the church doors;
and at a particular church in the city, a wealthy church-
warden with his own hands distributed fifty twelve-penny
loaves to the poor, by way of restitution for the many great
and costly feasts, which he had eaten of at their expense.

Three great ladies, a valet-de-chambre, two lords, a custom-
house-officer, five half-pay captains, and a baronet, (all noted
gamesters,) came publicly into a church at Westminster, and
deposited a very considerable sum of money in the minis-
ter's hands; the parties, whom they had defrauded, being
either out of town, or not to be found. But so great is the
hardness of heart of this fraternity, that among either the
aoble or vulgar gamesters, (though the profession is so
general,) I did not hear of any other restitution of this
sort. At the same time I must observe, that (in comparison
of these) through all parts of the town, the justice and penit-
ence of the highwaymen, housebreakers, and common pick-
pockets, was very remarkable.

The directors of our public companies were in such
dreadful apprehensions, that one would have thought a
parliamentary inquiry was at hand; yet so great was their
presence of mind, that all the Thursday morning was taken